Apply today and you could be…
A sign language interpreter and trainer, with the Gambia Association of the Deaf and hard of Hearing (GADHOH), The Gambia 

What’s the context and purpose of the role?
You’ll be working with the Gambia Association of the Deaf and hard of Hearing (GADHOH) to improve the provision of sign language interpreting in the Gambia. There’s a severe shortage of sign language interpreters in The Gambia, most of who have received only a few months training. There few people in The Gambia have advanced qualifications in teaching deaf people, so your contribution will have a long lasting and dramatic  effect. By providing better training for interpreters and teachers, the deaf and hard of hearing communities will benefit from greater independence through their ability to communicate.
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 What does the role involve? 
· Working with the current team of 4 interpreters to develop their sign language skills. 

· Help to deliver training for new interpreters. 

· Teaching sign language to deaf and hearing to adults and children. 

· Liaising with other deaf networks you’ll advocate sign language training to ensure a wider audience is reached.  

What skills, experience and personal qualities are needed for the role?
You will have a professional or academic qualification relating to sign language. You could be a teacher, community or health worker, or occupational therapists. In addition your work will have given you experience of teaching deaf people, teaching sign language and of interpreting sign language. The job centres round training and developing the skills of others, so evidence of this in your professional life is desirable. You will need to be flexible, adaptable and comfortable with setting up and managing projects with little professional support. GADHOH has recently secured funds from the UKs Big Lottery Fund, which will increase the resources available.

And the rest

The Gambia is the smallest nation on the African continent and VSO has been active there for over 40 years. Although there is tourism in The Gambia, most rural regions are unaffected by this and as a volunteer you will experience many sides of Gambian life. There is a wide variety of tasty local food available, and there are lots of seasonal fresh fruits available in markets. Supermarkets in the coastal area are stocked with foods from Europe and the Americas. The Gambia is a safe and beautiful country to explore, due to its small size it’s fairly easy to get around and also visit neighbouring countries. 
Well ask you to commit to 12 - 24 months to make a sustainable contribution to our development goals. In return, well give you comprehensive financial, personal and professional support. We'll provide you with extensive training before your placement, and our financial package includes a local salary, return flights, accommodation, insurance and more. When you return to your home country, we'll help you to resettle and many of our returned volunteers stay involved with us long after their placement ends. www.vso.org.uk/volunteering
